
Things to do...
Ftshing
Real fishing done in good waters. Contact
Yolande at 015 276 4880 for a complete list. For
HTA Permits contact Poppie at 015 27 6 47 65
GuldedTours
. Blrdlng- Guided birding tours at Kurisa Moya
and Woodbush Forest with accredited bird
guides. 015276 ll3l 082200 4596
. Thomac Essentlal Otl Distlllery - Totr of
distillation facility, informative talk and
opportunity to purchase unique products.
www.thomac.co.za 07641E123E
. Wegmakbosch Orgrnlc Dairy- See how areal
organic farm operates. Cheese made in a copper
cauldron. Cheese making tours and cheese tasting
byappoinnnent. Reservations . 082 853 8754
Otherthlngs to do..
WegraakboschDalry
Enjoy cheese platters during the Spring Fair
period in the tranquil surroundings of a bustling
organic dairy farm. Please book if you want to
visitduringtheweek.
0r5276 r81l-082 8s3 8754
Perslan Dellghts at Kuhestan Farm
Visit the Persian Kilim showroom and taste
Persian preserves at this delightful venue.
Sharhzad0829037593
EbenezerDam
Enjoy day- and sunset cruises on the Sunset
Queen. l0 - 30 people. Fully equipped with

braai facilities. Bring your own snacksand
drinks. Full toilet facilities. Bookings
Tobie 083 284 5163. 015 276 4880
Walks,Thalls & Picnics
Lesodi Trail - I hr & 2hrs. The trail starts
the Magoebaskloof Hotel and opposite
Heights. It wanders through magnificen
protected indigenous forest. Abundant bird-
and a wide variety of indigenous plants and
provide much for the observant walker.
Maps available from the Magoebaskloof Hotel
and Sandford Heights Tea Garden.
More information: 0f 5 276 4880
Louis Changuion Trail - I I kn
Starting in the village of Haenertsburg, the trail
meanders up to the cemetery with magni
views and from there through the montai
grasslands on the protected Hae
Common, to the hills overlooking
Dam and the surrounding mountains.
available from the most of the shops in
village.
Rooilrat Hilcing TTail in the Nant Agatha Forest.
This hail winds through the NewAgatha F
and takes hikers past rapids, steams
cascades. Picnic facilities available at Die
Picnic Spot
Kurisa Moya -Beautiful forestwalks ofv
lengths. Bring your mountain bike and
our mountain bike ffails. Abundant bird life.
2004596
Zwakala Camplng & Plcnlc -Relax in pristi
forestnextto abubbling stream. 083 980 8433

Our special grasslands
Sylvie Kdhne

The Haenertsburg grassland occurs on a granite-
based portion of the Drakensberg escarpment
which extends north from the Wolkberg. This
Woodbush Granite Grassland is critically
endangered, and less than 10% of it is still in its
natural state. The Haenertsburg grassland
supports over 630 plant species (the bulk of
which consists ofnon-grassy herbs or forbs, wild
flowers) that apart from their conservation value
have medicinal, cultural and nutritional value for
the local rural communities. Further, there are
twonatural springs feeding into EbenezerDam, a
vitally important water storage dam for the entire
area including the city of Polokwane. The
grasslands also act as sponges and retain
moisture far longer than the vast surrounding
areas planted to exotic timber.
Currently a group of volunteers, the Friends of
the Haenertsburg Grasslands (FROHG), act as
custodians ofthe grassland and maintain a l0 km
long hiking frail which usually takes about four
hours to complete. It fravels through grassland
and indigenous forest where many endemic and
threatened plants occur. Hikers are afforded a
view of the Wolkberg and the Ebenezer dam.
Trail maps are available in the village. After the
recent fire, beautiful spring flowers have made
their appearance - go and admire them!
More information on the Haenertsburg grassland
visit www.haenertsburg.co.zalFROHG/.

Steven and Sophie Jacobs at Kings Walden
Garden Manor, brought with them a new and
fresh approach to eating out. Boasting an
interesting menu with ingredients such as slow
tomato confit, wasabi, fresh garden herbs, virgin
olive oil, roquette, Monoccan spices, gxeen
asparagus, ... they created a pleasant and friendly
experience in the newly renovated dining area.

The 4 course menu changes daily and guests can
order any ofthe courses separately depending on
what they feel like. Steven buys most of his
products from local farms and suppliers such as
Wegraakbosch Organic Dairy. "I just love to be
surprised every time the box with fresh veggies
arrives," he says.

We were fortunate enough to be invited to
dinner one evening and after a particularly
sfiessful Monday we took ourselves offto Kings
Walden. The experience, from aniving to leaving
is one of sheer self indulgence! What makes it
even more pleasant is having your chefright there
in the dining room. Steven is a humble and
unassuming chef. "I am not a chef," he says, "I am
just a good cook who enjoys my own food," He
has always been involved in food, and after
havelling all over the world, working in various
restaurants, having a business of his own, he got
itchy feet and decided to come to SouthAfrica for
a new experience. I have never been able to eat a
four course meal, in any restaurant, but Steven's
food was so light and tasty that I finished it
happily. The Chocolate Nemesis desert was
delightful andmy diet flew right outthe window.
Steven admits that Sophie is '"the spine of the
business" and they are working towards creating
a place where people can come and celebrate, or
just have a good evening out.
The wine list boasts somc really unusual and
seriously good wines and we were having a bit of

a problem making a choice, and settled
for the Stonehaven Sauvignon Blanc. The
wine complimented the menu comprising
of smoked salmon roulade with fennel
shavings, roquette and wasabi cream
followed by green curry, coconut and
butternut soup with coriander and care of
lamb with a Mediterranean couscous
salad and a caviar of aubergines.

Breakfast is served in the garden,
weather permitting, and it is certainly the
best way to celebrate a special event, or
justto spoilyourself.

Sunday lunches served in the garden are
not buffet style, but beautifully plated, to
be ordered as a menu or as separate
dishes.

All in all a very pleasant experience, and
worthy of a return visit. I can't wait to
take my friends there!

The garden surprises and delights you
around every corner. Take a stroll to the
ornamental lake, Bibigar-place of spirits
- and rub the nipples of the concrete
sphinxes guarding it. It is said to bring
good luck. With the approaching spring
and mild temperatures the garden invites
visitors to stay a while and enjoy the
special treats and snacks provided by
Steven. Savoury or sweet, tea, coffee, a
glass of wine or a quiet drink in the
elegant lounge - with free tapas - you axe
sure to leave Kings Walden, knowing that
you had a worthwhile experience.
Tea garden open every day. Restaurant
open every evening, but please book in
advance as all the dishes are prepared
fresh.015307 3262
www.kingswalden.co.za "

Tbp: Steven in his kitchen
Below: The lighning tree has become awell-luown
landmark in the gardens.
Chocolate Nemesis - deJinitely rnyfavorite
The wine list is comprehensive and will caterfor all.
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